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Engaging in Scholarly 
Activities
Conferences & Publication
Emily Faulconer & Amy Riordan
What are some examples of 
scholarly activity that is not 
research?
Scholarly activities have key characteristics. 
• Intellectually rigorous
• Expands disciplinary knowledge or creative expression
• Documented
• Validated by the relevant community of professionals 
Presentations are opportunities for 
professional growth and networking. 
• Conferences
• The Teaching Professor
• Lilly Conference 
• Online Learning Consortium 
• AACU conferences 
• ISSOTL 
• or pick a conference within your discipline
• Professional development & webinars 
• General public presentations 
Even if you are not research-active, there are 
many topics you can present at conferences. 
• Tools or techniques you’ve implemented
• Problems to be addressed 
• Recent failure as a learning experience
• A journey or path that could inform others 
Drawing a blank? 
• Look at conference themes 
• Look at sessions from previous years
• Talk to tenure-track folks  
COAS faculty have recent presentations not 
based on research. 
• Faulconer, E.K. “Online FACTs” Round Table 
Moderator. Lilly Conference, Asheville, NC 
(August 2019) 
• Faulconer, E.K. “Scientific and Information 
Literacy in Online Discussions” Poster 
Presentation, Lilly Conference, Asheville, NC 
(August 2019)
• Riordan, A, (2019, 
Jan). Flipping a Distance Learning Calculus 
Class. Lilly Conference – Evidence-Based 
Teaching and Learning. Symposium conducted 
at the meeting of the Lilly Conference, Austin 
Texas.











• Round table, etc.
The next step is to get accepted.
• Meet the deadline
• Follow submission guidelines
• Clearly state your purpose
• Use a vivid title 
• Problem statements are powerful 
• Identify the key takeaways 
• Prepare a compelling narrative
• Embed vocabulary from the theme 
• Simplify
• Submit multiple sessions 
Presentation is an art form. 
• Use structure
• Tell a story
• Compile a list 
• Problem to Solution 
• Assertion Evidence style
• Use imagery 
• 2 minutes per slide 
• Simplicity 
• Practice speaking your presentation
• Avoid jargon and assumptions 
Non-research publications are ways to brand 
yourself and achieve national recognition. 
• Editorials 
• Creative works
• Book reviews 
• Encyclopedia contributions
• Technical manuals
• Websites and blogs 
• Textbooks
• Book chapters 
• Reports 
• Patents
• Newsletters & magazines
Be wary of email invitations to contribute 
unless you trust the organization or sender. 
• Predatory publishers
• Vanity publishers 
• Suggested venues on COAS Suggested Journal List
COAS faculty have recent non-research 
publications. 
• Faulconer, E., and Wood, B. (May, 2019) Can You Even Do 
That Online? The Teaching Professor. 
• Faulconer, E. (2019) In support of scholarly teaching. 
Journal of College Science Teaching, 48(6), 9. 
• Faulconer, E. (2019) Book Review: High-impact practices in 
online education. IRRODL (Accepted)
• Mumpower, L., Branham, C., Clevenger, A., Faulconer, E., 
Watkins, A. (2019) Digital literacies in the classroom: 
creating authentic opportunities for student engagement, 
in Handbook of Research on Fostering Student 
Engagement with Instructional Technology in Higher 
Education. MDPI (Accepted)
If you want to do research, you likely have 
data at your fingertips from your classroom. 
• Identify an unresolved problem or gap in the 
literature 
• Collect data ethically (IRB) 
• Publish 
• Consider partnering with tenure-track faculty as 
a mentor or a co-author
What are some barriers to 
engaging in scholarly activity? 
Worldwide and COAS provide amply faculty 
resources to support our scholarly activities. 
• CTLE
• VECTOR 
• COAS Office of Research 
• Mentors 
Whether a conference proposal or a product 
for publication, developing a plan is key. 
A written plan increases productivity. 
• Identify major tasks 
• Set dates for each task 
• Identify key resources needed 
What are benefits you will 
experience from engaging 
in scholarly activities? 
